My Strength is Made Perfect in Weakness 



Suffering and Weakness Cure Selfishness and Pride 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, 
2 Timothy 3:1-2 (KJV) 

I remember taking a cold, hard look at myself and realizing just how selfish I 
was. Like most people I was just "Looking out for #1". But as Christians we 
must realize that it is Christ who is #1, not us. This is our inherent human sin 
nature at work, and if you are anything like me you have to constantly be 
vigilant in this area. 

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: 

Philippians 2:3-5 □ (KJV) 

Far from placing ourselves at #1 God's Word demands that we place everyone else above ourselves, which puts 
us dead last as I reckon it. How many of us can honestly say that we do this? I know I can't. This selfishness is 
really a result of pride, of regarding ourselves better than we ought to. Luckily God has just the thing to cure us 
of selfishness and pride. 

And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee : for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's 
sake : for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (KJV) © 

We learn a valuable lesson from Paul here about suffering and pride. He wrestled with demonic forces that 
buffeted him relentlessly. Paul sought the Lord for deliverance from this suffering three times until he was told: 
"My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness". Friends, this is doctrine that most 
Christians will refuse to accept and most churches will never teach for fear they will lose members. 

Suffering is the last thing on earth that anyone wants to do, yet God uses suffering. I am not talking about self 
imposed suffering as the heathens do but that which God allows His people to endure for His glory. 




Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
2 Timothy 3:12 (KJV) ED 

Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 
2 Thessalonians 1:5 (KJV) 

Suffering is not only useful for taking our thoughts from ourselves but is also an excellent way to learn 
compassion for others. I am just now starting to come out of a long period of suffering where God trained me to 
pray for the needs of someone else every time I was in pain or distress. The Spirit told me plainly, "Pray for 
others and I will tend to your needs". He has been faithful to do so, even as my faith has been stretched at times 
to the breaking point and Satan tempted me to give up. 

When we are Christians we can and must look at the hidden things of our hearts. It is part of the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit to reveal such things to us; not to make us feel bad, but so that we can turn them over to God. If He 
is the master of our lives we need only to rum over these matters to Him Won't you take a moment right now to 
speak to God on this matter in your life? Just pray: "Please God, forgive me for my selfishness and cold 
heartedness towards the suffering of others, and give me a heart for others." 



